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would do, or even well-known ports of call without any
permanent Phoenician occupation at alll; but Spain was
too distant for such methods. The voyage over the whole
length of the Mediterranean was a matter of months (the
fourth century sailing book that goes under the name of
Skylax of Karyanda gives seventy-four days from the western
edge of the Egyptian delta to the Straits of Gibraltar, still
a day short of Gades 2; but that is following the coast all
t he way. With the very best conditions of wind and weather,
by Hailing day and night, the stage from Carthage to the
Straits could bo done in a week 3; it is something like
000 miles). And the metal trade with Spain was immensely
profitable, Phoenicians felt it would be criminal to risk
losing any consignments of silver and tin that the natives
might bring down to the coast at a time when the traders,
with an eye on the calendar, might have already departed
to get home before the autumn gales.
So Gades was founded as an entrepot where metal might
be traded at any time and shipped home during the sailing
season. Twice, we are told, the colonists' nerve failed and
they come home with tales of unfavourable omens in their
sacrifices 4; but at the third attempt " the Town " was
founded, in a safe place on an island divided from the shore
by a narrow channel " more like a river than an arm of the
sea ".5 Typically Phoenician, it was never a big place a; the
small size of the old Town, as contrasted with its Roman
extension, astonished Strabo when he thought of the fame
of its sailors ; but its wealth was enormous; he adds that
in a recent Roman census no less than 500 of its citizens had
the property qualification that gave them the status of
knights.
Not long after, an advanced base on the way to Spain
was also founded, in Africa—perhaps also to do for Libya,
as a permanent entrepdt, what Gades was doing for Spain.
1 Such as arc presupposed in Herodotos* account of the w Silent Trade **
tw the coast of Africa (based, of course, on the western colonies), iv» 190,
9 § 111,	s Ib,	* Stc, 1U, 169-170,
8 Pompomus Mela, ill, 6,	8 Str, iii, 168.

